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Karnatakaneedsamanufacturing
2.0plan:ClIKarnataka Chair

ith the countryinvesting big
‘ ;‘ / time in infrastructure building

(the capex for the sector went
up 33%in the last Union Budget) there
isalotof optimism that this buoyancy
will sustain even through the election
year and beyond. Karnataka has also
takenits leap of faith with the Beyond
Bengaluruinitiative. Butisit doing
enough? Vijaykrishnan
Venkatesan, Chairman of Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry, Karnataka, in
aninterview with DH’s Lavpreet Kaur,
talks of what more needs to be done to
propel the effortsto the nextlevel.

Driven more by services, how
can Karnataka scale up on manu-
facturing?
For Karnataka, the focus has been on
decentralisation or ‘Beyond Bengalu-
ru’. Itis essential because a state’s
economic development has to be
well-balanced. One cannot have lop-
sided growth in the economy - driven
by just one industry or one city, which
isso far the case for Karnataka.
believe in the economics of the cluster
concept. Bengaluru has been a major
hub of manufacturing with HAL and
BEML based here, however, it is not
the ‘destination’ of manufacturing.
There is a need for a manufacturing
2.0 plan for the state to boost manu-
facturing-driven growth as well.
While Bengaluru is becoming
a global hub for global capability

centres (GCCs), Belgaum in northern
Karnataka and Tumkur will be critical
for the growth of the manufacturing
industry simply because of the availa-
bility of land, skilled workforce

and connectivity.

How has Karnataka, particularly
Bengaluru, upped its industrial
infrastructure?
There’s been a push for industrial
corridors such as Bengaluru-Chen-
nai & Dharwad in North Karnataka.
More industrial clusters have to come
up in Karnataka - both generic and
industry-specific clusters for machine
manufacturing, semiconductors etc.
Bengaluru also needs to focus on in-
frastructure development - metro and
parking being key areas. The only way
to deal with the poor infrastructure
here is by moving more and more peo-
ple from personal transport to public
transport, making it more efficient.

Central government capex
push in the past few bud-
gets - how has it helped
the country’s infrastruc-
ture and allied sectors?
Thisis the best time to be in
India asitis in the phase of
multiplier growth that larger
economies went through in
the past. The con-
struction equip-
ment industry has

been on a growth path on the back of
infrastructure growth. The sectors
will continue to grow on the back of
the massive domestic consumption
demand in the country. I am not even
worried about how much export-driv-
en growth will happen - that is the
icing on the cake.

Any expectations the construc-
tion and infra sector has from the
upcoming annual budget?

As far as the budget is concerned, it
will stay infra-focused for at least the
next two decades and capex for the
segment will only increase. For a 6.5%
growth forecast for GDP, al.3-1.4
times growth in capex can be expected
for nextyear’s budget.

Are there any challenges you see
ahead of India’s growth story?
The single biggest concern for India
going forward will be the talent crisis,
India’s growth will overrun the
availability of skilled employ-
ees. Even though we have a
massive young workforce,
L, with technology interven-
y/ tion, the skillsets required
today are very different and
our pace of skilling is notin
line with our growth. This
skilling gap will cost
a big percentage
of our growth

Vijaykrishnan going forward.

Venkatesan
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Cll representatives at a press meet on the 12th edition of
EXCON, in Bengaluru on Monday. bH PHOTO/ B H SHIVAKUMAR

Cli-organised Excon
targeting 20-30%
more deals this year

Zero-emission

vehicles to be

infocus at the
exhibition

oy

LAVPREET KAUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

xcon - the annual con-
E structionequipmentand

infrastructure trade fair
organised by Confederation
of Indian Industry - which will
commence on December 12,
2023, at the Bengaluru Inter-
national Exhibition Centre, is
hoping to better last year’s Rs
1,300-crore deals by about 20-
30% this year.

Spread 32,00,000 square
feet, the 12th edition of the
5-dayexhibition will see partic-
ipation from over 1000 exhib-
itors with estimated business
visitors of 80,000. The exhibi-
tion will also see participation
from 15 countries including
Austria, China, Germany, Ita-
ly, Russia, Sri Lanka, Turkey,
USA, UK and UAE among
otherswith 5 country pavilions
and 100 foreign exhibitors.

DimitrovKrishnan, co-chair
of Excon told DH, “Though
Bengaluru is a service-driven
economy, construction equip-
ment majors are also based
here. In addition, the Karna-
taka government is focused
on making every part of the
industry (read as economy)
successful.” Infrastructureand
tremendous mineral wealthin
parts of Karnataka are other

factors that make it a strong
player for the construction in-
dustry, he added.

A series of zero-emission
launches, with over 20+ EV
machine launches, is in focus
this time. It will also see the
launch of hydrogen-powered
construction equipment and
commercial vehicles.

The world’s third-largest
construction equipmentindus-
try, India, is expected to see a
20% year-on-year growth to
grow $10 billion this fiscal, as
compared to $8.5 billionin the
previous fiscal. The industry
currently has about 85,000
machines and is all set to be-
come the second largest by
2030 targeting a market size
of $25 billion with 2.5 lakh
machines.

The current fiscal will be
the largest for the construc-
tion equipment industry, with
a 20% year-on-year growth.
Fiscal 2024-25 will start with
the impactofgeneral elections
scheduled in May, with an im-
pact in the range of 12-15%
followed by seasonal growth
post-September, Krishnan
explained.

The construction equip-
ment industry has been a
major contributor to India’s
infrastructure growth story.
The key demand areas for
the sector include roads and
highways, railways and hous-
ing and urban infrastructure
which includes metro rail
development. Other areas
which have led to the growth
of construction equipment
include mining, particularly
coal and iron ore, and port
infrastructure development.
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Gadkari to inaugurate South Asia's largest
construction equipment trade fair CII EXCON
2023

©00
Bengaluru, Dec 11 Union Minister for Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari will inaugurate CII EXCON -- South
Asia's Largest Construction Equipment Trade Fair on Tuesday at

the Bangalore International Exhibition Centre (BIEC) in

Bengaluru.
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Indian construction equipment industry poised for $25 billion
growth by 2030

The Government of Karnataka is the Host State for EXCON 2023, which will see participation from Dr Mahendra Nath
Pzndey, the Minister for Heavy Industries, Government of India; D K Shivakumar, Deputy Chief Minister of Karnataka,
among others.
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BxXCeN

Largest Construction Equipment
Exhibition in South Asia

12 -16 December 2023 | BIEC, Bengaluru

Nitin Gadkari, the Minister for Road Transport & Highways, Government of India will inaugurate Cll EXCON,
South Asia’s’ Largest Construction Equipment Trade Fairon 12 December in Bengaluru. The Indian construction
equipment industry is poised for a $25 billion growth by 2030.
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India Can be Global Leader in Construction
Equipment Maklng by 2028, Says Gadkari

Our Bureau

Bengaluru: Union Road transport
and Highways minister Nitin Gad-
kari said India could be the global
leader in construction equipment
manufacturing in the next five
years. Speakingat the inauguration
of South Asia’s largest construc-
tion equipment trade fair Confeder-
ationof Indian Industry (CII) Excon
in Bengaluru, he said India’s con-
struction sector will have a signifi-
cant contribution to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s vision to make
the country a carbon neutral econo-
my, Union Road transportand High-
ways minister Nitin Gadkari on
Tuesday.

The government was embarking
on major infrastructure and indus-
trial projects that implement sus-
tainable fuels, he added. “By em-
bracing alternative fuels such as
ethanol, methanol, and hydrogen,
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Union Minister for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin Gadkari at the
release of abook in Bengaluruon
Tuesday.

the construction and mining sec-
tors can effectively reduce emis-
sions...We advocate for industry
collaboration to bolster the capabil-
ities of construction through the

use of sustainable materials and al-
ternative fuels,” he said.

Excon 2023 saw over a thousand ex-
hibitors, including more than 100
from overseas.

The exhibition also attracted par-
ticipation from 15 countries includ-
ing 5 country pavilions from
France, Germany, Italy, Turkey and
UK.

Chandrajit Banerjee, Director
General of Cllsaid India's construc-
tion equipment industry was cur-
rently exporting to over 140 coun-
tries.

“To enhance sustainability and ef-
ficiency, private players in the con-
struction sector should focus on au-
tomation, the adoption of advanced
technologies, global best practices,
the use of alternative fuels, and in-
novations in utilizing waste materi-
als as raw materials for construc-
tion projects. This approach aims to
reduceboth the cost of construction
and the rate of pollution,” he said.



‘India can become leader in construction equipment manufacturing’

Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Nitin Gadkari, Minister for
Road Transport and High-
ways, urged India’s construc-
tion sector to invest in re-
search and to cut India’s net
carbon emissions to zero by
switching to hydrogen fuel in-
stead of fossil fuel. These de-
cisions could make India’s
constructionsector thelargest
intheworld, he said.

The Union Minister was
speaking at the inauguration
of Excon, a construction
equipment trade fair conduc-
ted in Bengaluru. “India’s con-
struction sector currently is
the world’s third-largest. By
fostering collaborative en-
deavors among stakeholders
and corporations,and through
substantial government sup-

VAST POTENTIAL. Union Minister for Road Transportand
Highways Nitin Gadkari with ClI Director-General Chandrajit
Banerjee during inauguration of ‘Excon 2023’en

port, we have the potential to
propelit to the top spot within
thenextfiveyears,” he said.
He further emphasised the
construction sector’s signific-
antcontribution toPM Naren-
dra Modi’s vision to make In-
diaa carbon-neutral economy.
“Construction and mining op-
erations consume 400 crore

liters of diesel, which is quite
detrimental to the environ-
mentand theeconomy.

By embracing alterative
fuels like ethanol, methanol,
and hydrogen, the construc-
tionand mining sectors can ef-
fectively reduce emissions”,
Gadkarinoted.

The Road Transport minis-

teralsosaid that the construc-
tionindustryalonehascreated
30 lakh job opportunities thus
far.

JOB CREATION
Highlighting that the current
import of fossil fuels is ¥16
lakh crore, Gadkari spoke
about making Indian con-
struction companies the best
in the world within the next
fiveyears.

He spoke about business
prospects for the construction
industrywithin the state, with
significant opportunities
arising from several infra-
structure developmentinitiat-
ives.

These projects may be
buildingroads, flyovers,indus-
tral infrastructure, and
power.

Chandrajit Banerjee, Dir-

ector-General of Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CII),
said, “Currently, India’s con-
struction equipment industry
is exporting to over 140 coun-
tries. To enhance sustainabil-
ity and efficiency, private play-
ers in the construction sector
should focus on automation,
theadoption ofadvanced tech-
nologies, global best practices,
theuse of alternativefuels,and
innovations in utilizing waste
materials as raw materials for
construction projects. Thisap-
proach can reduce both the
cost of construction and the
rate of pollution.”

The event accommodated
over 1,000 exhibitors, with
over 100 from 15 countriesin-
cluding France, Germany,
Italy, Turkeyand the UK.
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Largest Construction Equ:pment
Exhibition in South Asia

12 -16 December 2023 | BIEC, Bengaluru
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Key Highlights of EXCON 2023

Empowering India's Construction Sector: Cll EXCON's Second
Day Focused on Atmanirbhar Bharat, Global Markets &
Industry Challenges

ANI | Updated: Dec 14, 2023 11:58 IST



Nitin Jairam Gadkari to Inaugurate
CII EXCON 2023 in Bengaluru on

Tuesday

Fifteen countries are participating in the Cll EXCON, South Asia's largest construction

equipment trade fair, to be held from December 12 to 16, 2023 at BIEC, Bengaluru.
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Empowering India’s Construction Sector: CII EXCON'’s
Second Day Focused on Atmanirbhar Bharat, Global
Markets & Industry Challenges

ANI PR 14 December, 202312:02 pm IST
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Indian construction equipment industry poised for $25 billion
growth by 2030

The Government of Karnataka is the Host State for EXCON 2023, which will see participation from Dr Mahendra Nath
Pzndey, the Minister for Heavy Industries, Government of India; D K Shivakumar, Deputy Chief Minister of Karnataka,
among others.
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BxXCeN

Largest Construction Equipment
Exhibition in South Asia

12 -16 December 2023 | BIEC, Bengaluru

Nitin Gadkari, the Minister for Road Transport & Highways, Government of India will inaugurate Cll EXCON,
South Asia’s’ Largest Construction Equipment Trade Fairon 12 December in Bengaluru. The Indian construction
equipment industry is poised for a $25 billion growth by 2030.



Construction
tools’ expo
starts today

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: CII EXCON, a
four-day construction equ-
ipment trade fair, will start
Tuesday at the Bangalore
International Exhibition
Centre near Nagasandra,
off Tumakuru Road.

Members of the Confe-
deration of Indian Industry
(CII), the organising body,
said their focus is on encou-
raging the adoption of
world-class technology, ma-
king the domestic industry
stronger and building awa-
reness among business pla-
yersinthesector.

A major highlight that
participants, delegates and
visitorscanseeat EXCONis
JCB’'s newest technology —
a hydrogen combustion
engine machine. The ma-
chinewill beunveiled Tues-
day noon, where the compa-
ny’s leadership is expected
to showcase the product
with an advanced engine
capable of combusting hyd-
rogen for fuel.

The expo will also see
the launch of other eco-fri-
endly construction equip-
mentthat aimto havelow to
zero carbon emissions.

Speakingabout the Indi-
an construction industry’s
potential, Dimitrov Krish-
nan, co-chairmanof CII1EX-
CON, said “India became
the world’s third-largest
market for construction
equipment in 2018, surpas-
sing Japan. Looking at our
growth, we hope that India
becomes the second-largest
market by 2030.”
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Cll representatives at a press meet on the 12th edition of
EXCON, in Bengaluru on Monday. bH PHOTO/ B H SHIVAKUMAR

Cli-organised Excon
targeting 20-30%
more deals this year

Zero-emission

vehicles tobe

in focus at the
exhibition

v

LAVPREET KAUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

xcon - the annual con-
E struction equipmentand

infrastructure trade fair
organised by Confederation
of Indian Industry - which will
commence on December 12,
2023, at the Bengaluru Inter-
national Exhibition Centre, is
hoping to better last year’s Rs
1,300-crore deals by about 20-

factors that make it a strong
player for the construction in-
dustry, he added.

A series of zero-emission
launches, with over 20+ EV
machine launches, is in focus
this time. It will also see the
launch of hydrogen-powered
construction equipment and
commercial vehicles.

The world’s third-largest
construction equipment indus-
try, India, is expected to see a
20% year-on-year growth to
grow $10 billion this fiscal, as
compared to $8.5 billionin the
previous fiscal. The industry
currently has about 85,000
machines and is all set to be-
come the second largest by
2030 targeting a market size
of $25 billion with 2.5 lakh
machines.
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gen combustion engine |

on backhoe loader unveiled

@tfmesgroup com

Bengaluru: The world’s
first working hydrogen com-
bustion engine on a backhoe
loader was launched by JCB
here Tuesday.

Nitin Gadkari, Union mi-
nister for road transport and
highways, unveiled this new
technology while inaugura-
ting the JCB stall on the ope-
ning day of the five-day CII
EXCON, a construction equ-
ipment exhibition.

Gadkarialso inaugurated
the country’s first indigeno-
usly made electric mini exca-
vator by TATA Hitachi. This
machine, weighing three ton-
nes, is primarily suited for
agricultural and other in-
dustrial purposes and is de-
signed to be charged through
any industrial plug point.

JCB representatives said
this is the first time that a
hydrogen-powered combus-
tion engine has been fitted in-
to a working heavy machine,
The company claimed the
new engine to have comple-
ted 15,000-mile (24,140 km)
runs in worldwide trials,

While markets will still
have to wait for the official
productlaunch, JCB used the
CII EXCON platform. one of

:ellshavebeenamundforade-
:ade, his team realised that
hese cells would be ill-suited
:meottheneadsof the const-
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engine
build it in our factories at gre- India,
at speed,” Burnhope added. poration

Pics; Chethan Shivakumar
|

Equipment on
display at Cll
EXCON. (Right)

The hydrogen
combustion engine
grabbed eyeballs

Rubber powder, plasdcwastefor

bitumen mixtures, says minister

Speaking at Cll EXCON, Union mlnlster Nitin Gadkari (In pic)
said the government has been experimenting with bitumen by
nuxlmnwlmmbberppwderandwnsnplasﬂ&“lnm\glﬂmur
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~ Adisplay of earthmovers and other heavy machinery during the lnauguration of 'EXCON 2023 a construction
equ!pment exhibition, at BIEC in Bengaluru, Tuesday

Indla unvells 44

Addressing the audi-
ence at EXCON 2023,
Deepak Garg, Managing
Director of SANY and
South Asia, expressed his
enthusiasm, stating, “We
are thrilled to unveil our
latest range of products
at Excon 2023, a testa-

ment to SANY India's un-
wavering commitment to
pioneering innovation in
the construction industry.
As we navigate towards a
sustainable future, these
cutging-edge products,
which also include elec-
tric machines. nresent
a signiﬂcant milestone in

our journey
a




Gadkariasks Indian
construction equipment

industrytoinvestinresearch

to reach No 1 posmon

NT Correspondent
Bengaluru

ion Minister Nitin
| Gadkari on Tues-
./ day called upon the

_construction equipment
industry to invest more in
research so that it becomes
number one in the world in
the next five years.

He said the infrastruc-
ture sector has an impor-
tant role in achieving the
goal of a USD five trillion
economy. However, without
mechanised equipment the
goal cannot be achieved.

"I'm giving you a task.
We want to make the au-

tomobile and construction -

equipment industry be
‘number one in the world
in the next five years. That
s the most important chal-
lenge but I am confident
that people like you can
achieve that goal," Gadkari
said at the 12th edition of
EXCON.

The Confederation of
Indian Industry, which is
‘organising the event at the
‘Bangalore International
'Exhibition Centre, said EX-
| CON is South Asia's Larg-
| est 'Constructlon Equip-

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways
Nitin Jairam Gadkari with former Lokayukta Justice N
Santosh Hegde during the release of a book in Bengaluru

entrepreneurship, science,
technology, research, skills
and successful practices
can be transformed into
wealth.

"My request to all of you
is that this is the nme that
you should invest more
amount (of money) in re-
search," headded.

He told me'w factur

ers that their mlajs"'”“'

on Tuesday
the whole world hasalotof  sible without good mecha-
faith in India. nised equipment.

"This is an appropri- The minister told the
ate opportunity for you gatheringthatdevelopment
that with your quality and  of infrastructure has a key
with your research youcan  roleto play in the growth of
achieve the goal," Gadkari, the Indign economy:

- who holds the road trans- "The main infrastruc-
port and highways portfo- tures are water, power,
lio, said. transport and communi-

The minister said knowl- cation. Without these four
edge along with innovation, pillars of the infrastruc-

ture, we cannot get capital
investment. Without capital
investment we cannot cre-
ate employment potential
and without employment
potential we cannot eradi-
cate poverty," Gadkari ex-
plained.

He reminded the con-
struction equipment

manufacturers that good
‘mechanised equipment is
necessary for quality infra- *
structure.




Gadkari envisions India as global leader in Construction Equipment
Manufacturing by 2028

he construction sector will have a significant contribution to the Prime Minister's vision to make India a carbon neutral
economy 2nd said to achieve this goal, the government is embarking on major infrastructure and industrial projects that
implement sustainable fuels.

By Autocar ProNews Desk ) 12Dec2023 e« 862 Views Share - L J m 18]

The Minister for Road, Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari wants India to take the top spot when it comes

to Construction Equipment Manufacturing, in the next five years.



ALL displays

hydrogen and
diesel engines
at Excon 2023

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Ashok Leyland Ltd., (ALL)
said it has displayed a
range of innovative pro-
ducts powered by diesel
and hydrogen engines to
increase its product lines
and presence in the rapidly
expanding dual fuel sector.

“As the need for en-
hanced fuel efficiency rises
and integration of alterna-
tive fuels with diesel en-
gine continues to grow, we
present an array of state-of-
the-art engine solutions,”
said CEO Shenu Agarwal in
a statement.

He also said that ALL en-
gines can be customised
for wvarious applications,
catering to the evolving de-
mands of the industry.
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EXCON 2023 Day 1 Highlights

@ 12 Dec 2023 (& €W Team

The inauguration of 'EXCON 2023,' South Asia's largest construction equipment trade fair, was officiated by
Nitin Gadkari, the Union Minister for Road Transpaort and Highways. Scheduled from December 12 to 16 at
the Bangalore [International Exhibition Centre (BIEC), the event will host over 1,000 exhibitors from
approximately 15 countries. Addressing the media, Dimitrov Krishnan, Co-Chairman of CII EXCON 2023,
highlighted the festival's significance as the 12th edition, underscoring its role as the Construction
Equipment Festival of India. He emphasized its contribution to India's ongoing development and the
nation’s global prominence in construction equipment manufacturing.



Union minister Nitin Gadkari praises
Bengaluru’s buses run on methanol-
blended fuel

Gadkari was speaking al the EXCON 2023 exhibition organised by the Cenlederation of Indian Industry
(C11) in the Karnataka capiral.

Writian by Sanath Prasad
Bengalu | Updsted Daceriner 13, 2023 075 15T UNewsGuard
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